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“We live in the incredible times, times of which the Bible says more than of any other
period, including the time when Jesus walked on this earth.”

The Bible is not just a history or a book of instructions of how to live our lives pleasing God, but it
has always been and still is the Book of Prophecy for it does not cover just the past, but also of
our present and the future.

Without understanding what it says about what is to be next in God’s agenda, we would be like
most of the Israelites were when they saw Christ riding on a donkey from the Mount of Olives into
Jerusalem in the midst of over 250 thousand lambs that were driven there to be sacrificed during
Passoverin April of 32 A.D.

The followers of Jesus had gone there to meet Jesus, and they were singing from the Messianic
Psalm (118:26), “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD. Peace in heaven
and glory in the highest!”, by these words they were declaring Jesus to be their promised Mashiach
Nagid, Messiah the King. The Pharisees and all those who did not believe in Jesus, loudly rejected
their singing, while others who were His followers, were spreading their clothes and palm leaves in
the way. Some of the Pharisees among the crowd called Jesus to silence His followers and said,
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples! But He answered and said, ‘If these should be silent, the
stones would immediately cry out’.” (Luke 19:37-40,44.)

As Jesus drew nearer, He looked at the city and wept over it, and said, ‘If you had known, even
you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace, but now they are hidden
from your eyes... because you did not know the time of your visitation...” Jesus held them
responsible for knowing the scriptures (as Zechariah 9:9; Daniel 9:14-21, 24-26; Micah 5:2,
etc.). “This your day”, as Jesus called it (Luke 19:37-44), was also specified by the angel Gabriel
who here answered Daniel (Dan. 9:22-27), calling it the “70-weeks prophecy”. [They calculated
time as “weeks of years™.]

Announcing this prophecy, started with the commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem;
that was given by Artaxerxes Longianus on March 14, 445 B.C. (v. 25). [7 weeks plus 62 weeks
adds up to 69x7x360=or 173,880 days — (it was calculated using a 360-day calendar)]. This very
day that Jesus called “your day” (in Luke 19:42), in our calendar was April 6,32 A.D., and it was
the day when Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives,
exactly 173,880 days from the time given by Gabriel to Daniel (Dan. 9:26). And because they
(the nation Israel) did not recognize Jesus as their Messiah, they ”karat” =executed Him, “not



for himself”’ (but for His people). His execution, as recorded in Daniel’s prophecy, had to take
place before the destruction of Jerusalem and the sanctuary (temple). That took place in 70
A.D. when Roman leaders came (38 years later), under Titus Vespasian, and “destroyed the
city and the Sanctuary “, and killed about 1.6 million Jews. The remnant of the Jews were
scattered among the nations of the world, just as it was prophesied. That started the interval
we call the time of the church, an era that was kept secret in the Old Testament (Eph. 3:5, 9;
Matt. 13:34-35) and has lasted so far about 2000 years. Paul wrote in Romans, chapters 9-11,
that God has not forsaken Israel forever, but that their blindness to these facts has caused
the Gentile nations to recognize Jesus as the Messiah and Savior of not only Israel, but of the
world. Paul defined that the time of the Gentiles will end! The Church, the body of Christ, was a
mystery in a sense that it was not revealed in the Old Testament. It remained a mystery until
Pentecost (Acts 1:5) when the Holy Spirit came to permanently indwell all true believers in
Christ Jesus. Paul wrote, “For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this
mystery, lest you should be wise in you own opinion, that hardening in part has happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” (Romans 11:25.) From this and from other
scriptures we see that not all Israel was blinded - but “a part” of them were, and that it was to
be just a temporary blindness, since it will end when God’s sovereign chosen number of
Gentiles, according to His foreknowledge, have been saved. The Scriptures (Rom. 11:15, 22-
25) say that there are 3 conditions to be met until Israel, as a nation, is restored to God. The first
condition is in Matt. 23:37-39; “until” they say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord” or until they acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah and Christ. The second condition s in
Luke 21:24, “..until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled”. And the third one is the one | have
already mentioned, “..until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” (Rom. 11:25.) Thereis a
fullness of Israel but there will also be “the fullness of Gentiles”, meaning that there is the
specific number of Gentiles, who, since the time of Christ, will come to believe and accept the
Lord. They are the “Church”, or body of Christ (Col. 1:18, 24; Eph. 4:4-6; 1:2-23.) [In the Body of
Christ, of course, there are also tens of thousands of Messianic Jews, who have recognized Jesus
as their Messiah.]

Only God knows what that number of Gentiles will be who will, or have come in, but when that
number is full, then “the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with the shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air...thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefor comfort one another with
these words.” (1 Thess. 4:16-18.) He will take His Church (in Rapture) to be with Him during the 7-
year Tribulation that the world will go through. (For more about the Rapture, see also 1 Thess. 1:10;
Rev. 3:10; John 14:2-3; Isa. 26:19-21; 57:1b; Zeph, 2:3, etc.)

Careful study of the Scriptures will show that we must not confuse (or mix) Israel and the Church.
(Know that the word Israel is never used of the Church in the Scriptures.) They both have different
purposes in God’s plan, as Paul’s letter to Romans, chapters 9-11 clearly show, tough we as
Gentiles will be “grafted in” as branches to that vine.

We praise God that He has given us His Word and desire to know Him through what He has
written as His love-letter to all of us who seek Him and want to know Him and His plan. (Jer.
29:13.) Understanding the Bible helps us to understand even today’s news better! (By watching
what is happening in Israel now can open our minds to see “what time itis” in God’s plan,

2



regardless of their lack of faith in Him.) God is doing what He has said He will do for His Holy
Name’s sake. “Therefore say unto the House of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God; | do not do
this for your sake, O House of Israel, but for my Holy Name’s sake, which you have profaned
among the nations wherever you went. And I will sanctify My great name... and the nations
shall know that | AM the Lord... for | will take you from among the nations, gather you out from
among the nations, gather you out of the countries, and bring you into your own land...” (Ez.
36:22-24...25-29). Israel’s dream to become a nation again grew from God’s promise that He will
restore them to the land He had given to them as descendants of Abraham through Isaac and
Jabob (Israel). (Gen. 12:7; 17:7-8; 26:3; 28:4, 13-15; 35:9-15; Lev. 26:44-45; Deut. 30:1-5; Jer.
16:15; 31:10; Amos 9:14-15; Ezek. 37: 11-12; 39:25-29.) God’s promise to Israel was that when
they are back in their own land, they will speak pure Hebrew. (Zeph 3:9.) Israel became a
nation again in 5/14/ 1948, and their language is Hebrew. Encyclopedia Britannica had, less
than 50 years before that date, strongly questioned it and said in their then latest (1905)
publication, “The dream of some Zionists for the restoration of Hebrew as a living language
has little chance of the restoration of a Jewish state in Palestine.” No one believed that Israel
would become a nation in their own land, and that their language would be Hebrew, a
language that had not been spoken for at least 2000 years. But it happened, just as God had
said that it would!

The Bible is an amazing book for it records “history written in advance”, before it happens. We
have seen many things that God had put in writing even thousands of years ago, and then it
happened, in our lifetime. We are still close to the beginning of the new year, and it would be a
good time for us to decide to be more diligent in sharing God’s Word and His truth with our friends
and loved ones and get them as excited about the Bible as we are.

In this newsletter we report the Lord’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (on Palm Sunday),
that was prophesied to take place on the 173,880" day of command given by the angel
Gabriel, on that very day (Dan. 9:24-25) when Jesus presented Himself to Israel as her
Mashiach Nagid, Messiah the King. That day begins the final week of Jesus’ earthy ministry —
and what these days mean to all of us for whom He died, and who are the Saved. (Dan. 9:26.)

In our next, and our last two newsletters we will cover Jesus’ final week on earth, and of His
suffering and death by crucifixion for all who will believe and receive Him and who have also
become born-again as Jesus had said that we must become. (John 3:3,7.)

We will also cover in our next two letters what took place after His resurrection and on
Pentecost (Greek name for Passover). Before His ascent, Jesus said: “You shall receive Power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8.) “Now when he had spoken these things,
while they watched, He was taken up, and the cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold two men stood by them in white apparel,
who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up to heaven? This same Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven”.
(Acts 1:9-13.)



Dennis and | will continue to be available to answer your questions about the Mormon
Church and Mormonism, for the LDS Church has, in later years made some verbal changes
when explaining their doctrine of God, Jesus and salvation, to try to make Mormonism sound
closer to Christianity, but without teaching and/or believing in the Triune God of the Bible who
is Father, Son and Holy Spirit (One unchanging God, the same yesterday, today and forever),
they believe in a different Jesus. Clarification of the Jesus Mormons believe in was given by

LDS President Hinckley, who said, “I do not believe in the traditional Christ of whom they
(Christian churches), believe”. But many Mormons may say that they are believers in Jesus
Christ, but to be a true believer in Jesus Christ of the Bible requires belief and knowledge of
the fact that Jesus was the Virgin-born Son of God, i.e. Eternal God with us. (Matt. 1:18, 23;
John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-16; 2:9.) There are lot of misunderstandings among Mormons, and even with
some Christians who have talked about faith in Jesus with Mormons, because the Mormon Church
uses the same “Christian words”, (taken from the New Testament), while not teaching who Jesus is
and what is taught about Him in the New Testament. We’d like to help and correct their
misunderstandings because we once were Mormons and believed the same that they still do.

We deeply appreciate your help and prayers for our ministry and us personally, especially when |
had a mild stroke last year. We both have had some health issues (perhaps just age-related, as we
are in our 80’s), but the Lord has kept us well, and we will continue working as long as He directs
us to do that which we love to do, i.e. share the Lord and inform others of the errors of
Mormonism. Please keep on sending us your questions by email or by phone, and we will answer
them.

We again ask you to please pray with us for Judy, Connie, Marlene, Aira, Greg, Heber, Sandy, Al, Emily
and her children, Eddie, Jackie, Helen, Bruce, Roy, Suzi, Lisa, Jamie, Michael, Vladimir and Natalia.

We ask this in Jesus’ name and for His sake, for we have confidence that as we mention their names in
prayer, He knows exactly what they need and He answers them, and in His time makes everything
possible. (1 John 5:14-15.)

In the Love of Jesus,

Rauni & Dennis
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